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                        COMMUNICATOR           January 2010 

Updates  from  
Preschool 1 :  
The Teeny Skunks  

We are off to a fun start after the winter break.   Our 
house corner has become a puppet theater and some 

children made some cute sock puppets to play with in 
there.  We will soon start studying dinosaurs and the 

house corner will become an excavation site. Many 

children have already started to share with us what they 
know about dinosaurs and it will be sure to be an 

exciting theme in our classroom for a while. Please let 
us know if you have a kids dinosaur video we could 

borrow.   
 

Jan Brett is our new featured author.   We recently read 

The Mitten, and performed a story -acting re-enactment.  
Jan Brett has written many wonderful childrenôs books, 

and we are looking forward to sharing them in cl ass.   
 

We recently did a "story box" activity in small groups, 

which is a great activity for oral language development.   
Each child told a story using a small pig and 2-3 objects 

from the story box.   Some of these objects were a 
ribbon, a wooden bead, or a cone to name a few.   The 

catch was that these objects must "pretend" to be 
something else in the story.   The stories were very 

imaginative and so much fun!  

 
We are looking forward to an animal presentation in 

class on Tuesday the 19th and Wednesday the 20th.   
The presenters will be showing some animals and also 

sharing how animals have been a part of folklore.  

Our new poem:  

 

A chubby little snowman  
had a carrot nose  
Along came a bunny  
and what do you suppose? 
That hungry little bunny  
lookin' for his lunch  
ate that chubby snowman's nose  
nibble  
nibble  
Crunch!  
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Our first wee ks back from vacation hav e been full of fun explorations 

and experiments. Last week we gave everyone a baby food jar filled 

with snow and challenged the kids to us e their moxy and come up with 

a way to melt the snow without taking the lid off. We started w ith a 

discussion about snow and how it might be described using the tools in 

our toolbox ð our 5 senses. You can see our descriptions posted in the 

classroom. We then started our exper iment and came up with ideas to 

melt the snow. Some thought to shake the  jar, hold it up by a light 

bulb, breath on it, wrap it in your han ds, put it in the sunlight, put it in 

your mouth, blow on it, and bang  it. In the end, everyoneõs jar melted 

and we discovered that shak ing the jar worked because, òit makes it 

warmer,ó òit makes the snow sweaty,ó òit makes it move really fast.ó 

 

Did you know that in addit ion to being a yummy treat that 

marshmallows can also be a great te aching tool? Last week everyone 

had a chance to participate in  "Marshmallow Mapping". Using a 

prescribed n umber of large and  small marshmallows and colored 

toothpicks, the children built a str ucture of their own design. The 

criteria was that every marshmallow h ad to be used in the structure, 

the "pokey" end of each toothpick had  to be covered by a marshmallow 

and they had to wait until th ey got home before eating their 

marshmallows. That was the really fun  part; it was quite interesting to 

see the diversity of the individua l structures and how each child chose 

to use their materials to complete their design. On ce finished, the 

tricky part began. Each chil d was given a piece of paper, a pencil (to 

represent marshmallows) and  "skinny" markers (to represent the 

colored toothpicks) and wer e challenged to draw a "map" or 

re presentation of their structure (should they  wish to reproduce it at 

home in the future). We talked about big circles and little circles, 

straight lines and positional words (eg. up, down, straight, above, 

below). In order to draw an accurate r ecreation they had to look very 

closely at their structu re and draw it piece by piece beginning a t one 

end or the other (following along ra ther like a road). You would be 

proud of how well they all were able to  do with this complex task ð we 

certainly were! Photos were taken of b oth the structure and its map - 

we will be displaying these as soon as pictures can be printed . 
  
 

We will soon create a 3D sculptur e on our bulletin board. 

Before starting on this project we needed to  create the 

perfect background. If you travel to our circle area you will 

see our "kid -created" Tinker Toy background. This was 

accomplished by providing large sheets of paper at the art 

table and providing t he children will paint pads and actual 

Tinker Toys. They used the se as st amps to fill the entire 

paper with whatever design they chose . The goal was to fill 

the entire paper space with Tinker Toy sha pes. Each day a 

different color was used. We think the outcome is ve ry 

striking. Our next step will be to add color strips to the 

Tinker Toy background, which can "bump out" and add 

another d imension to our work.  

  

The last couple of weeks also saw th e kids observing the 

scientific wonder of thickening pudding and th en finger 

painting with it, and exploring a new use for salad spinne rs at 

our art table. Next week, Animal Wonders Inc. will be 

visiting ou r school to give a presentation on a variety of 

semi-exotic animals and their connections to native legends. 

We are really looking forwar d to this and canõt wait to see 

what animals they bring!  

  

The Rainbow Bats classroom is looking to add a new  member. 

As many of you might have heard, we are hoping  to adopt a 

baby corn snake. We are very excited about this, but are 

f inding the c ost of the tank and equipment to be a bit 

prohibitive. If y ou have a tank or heat pad that we could use, 

our appreciati on would be boundless. 

  

We are also looking for a new ease l, as ours in old and 

endlessly frustrating. If you have one to do nate or a lead on 

a great deal, please let us know!! 

  

Thank you!! 

Marcia and Debbie  


