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2525 Rattlesnake Dr. Preschool 1 : } By now. your chilc_j should bg well versed in.dinosau_r speak. _ We
Vissoula, T 59802 e delved into our dinosaur unit by ex ploring sophisticated ideas and
The Teenv Skunks vocabulary such as paleontology, extinction, and sauropod. And,

(406) 7283395 0000000000000 0® |ofsnotforget all those tongue twisting dinosaur names! We
shored up our study this week with a visit from a U.M. paleontologist Kallie Moore. Kallie brought
mind boggling fossil specimens with her such as a mammoth tooth, and raptor claw. We were
impressed to learn that 75% of the world's T -Rex fossils specimens come from eastern Montana. We
would also like to give a shout out to our resident dinosaur expert Henry Pierce for sharing his

knowledge, enthusiasm and dinosaur encyclopedia for the last month.

office@clarkforkschool.org

In the next month or so, we will take a break from a course of study quite so content laden and

spend time conducting science experiments, undertaking some interesting memory activities and
pursuing a long term art project. Before you know it spring will be here and then we'll be up to our
eyeballs in the study of plants and bugs and such!

Now that preschoolers have become so delightfully proficient at saying please and excuse me, we

have begun to encourage children to wait for a turn to speak even when doing so feels difficult.

We recognize that our young students are driven by some impulsivity and certainly by their

enthusiasm, but also realize they want to be respectful of their classmates and teachers. Most
often we are inclined tor  emind preschoolers that we want to hear what they have to say and are

unable to do so when more than one person is talking and that if they stand next to us and wait

patiently that we will make the time to hear them. At this point however, we are not incl ined to
stop a conversation or teaching moment with another student to instruct them in this way. What
we will do is hold up an index finger as a signal for students to wait and give this reminder

afterward. We appreciate you being helpful with this at h ome as well.

At next month's auction you will have an opportunity to bid on a lovingly hand -made pillow with
your child's darling self portrait on it! Please keep your eyes peeled for this very special auction
item!
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The year is moving along swiftly, a nd we have been very busy Bats! Perhaps you have
noticed our unusual a nd beautiful Bulletin Board. It  is a compilation of several steps

Updates from

Preschool 2- of art work beginning w ith Tinker Toy stamping to create the backdrop a nd then
The Rainbow Bat s

having all the children add construction paper strips fora 3D effect. The strips
could be added in any form they wished, the o nly contingency being that both ends
of the strip being added must touch  an existing paper strip. Our  "sculpture" was a
work in progress for several weeks. The children described their work as: twir  lies,
loops, squigglies, bumps, straights and turns. The border arou nd the sculpture was
created by dropping paint onto small squar es of paper and then using a Salad
Spinner to create the whirled effect ( never knew Salad Spinners could be such
fun..)).

We have taken advantage of our Mont ana winter! We
used the outside temperature to assist on an Ice Art
project. If you have driven pas t the front of school you
may have naticed many green "Frisbee -like" things
outside and to the right of  our entry door. We used
natural materials to make a design inside th ese
containers, made a "map" of our design then added
water once they were placed ou tside. It has taken a
while for the ice to form sinc e the weather turned
warmer (go figure... ). Itis our hope to display  these
frozen creations outside our east -facing windows and
then to obs erve the effects of the outside temperature
over time.

Our Open House went well. T he children worked very
hard on several projects which are adorn ing our
classroom walls. If you haven't already, stop in and take
a peek at their work. Especially interesting is their Wall
Paper Art - they dictated their stories to us and are
included with their individual piece.

Special thanks to the Neil famil y for providing us with a
brand new easel to replace the old wounded one (we love
it!) and to Jenny Tollefson and Brigitta Freer for ~ being
our Classroom Ambassadors during Open House. We
appreciate you!

Debbie and Marcia







