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News and Notes from the Screeching Eagles

There was certainly a silver lining to our burst radiator cloud this
week in preschoolWe had planned to put the pizza parlor into
action this week, bubest laid plans were thwarted by our little
flood. Not to be deterred and ever optimistic we decided to provid
some fort making materials for a few daysWhile not the prettiest
dramatic play we've ever seen, it was the source of an enormous
amount ofcamaraderie, innocent Kinks, and problem solving...
who would have thunk it (well Julee and | had hoped, we just nev
anticipated this enthusiasm)All that being said, next week you an
your preschooler will be able to order up a bigpiceya-meat-a-

balka in our little ol' housecorner pizzeria.

What better way to showcase our room and our talented, artistic
students than by creating an art gallery of Screeching Eagles
originals for Open House next weekhis week each of your
students was askedo create a tempera paint masterpieceThey
were challenged to cover the entire canvas as well as to
thoughtfully title their pieceWe shared some of the works of
Georgia O'Keefe this week in the hopes that her work would insp
the use of large shapesnd imagery in the preschooler's paintings
They (the kids and their paintings) are so beautiful!

We thought (and it's true) we all knew lots about the parts of a
tree-roots, trunk, branches, leaves... you get the id&sée
discovered that while alhiese parts are important, so are the
layers in a tree's trunk.We discussed, cut and labeled the xylem,
phloem, cambium and cork last week as a means of extending ot
study of forests.Our science experiments for the next couple of
weeks are designed tdlustrate the concept of absorption; we have
begun to recognize the importance of this concept to both trees
and forests as well.

Please be sure to let us know if your child will be staying for |5
aftercare. It presents quite a dilemma for us in the afteoon
if we anticipate your arrival when in fact you're not coming.
While we recognize that you sign up for aftercare, please bg
aware that the sigrup lists are not readily available to us at
3:00 and we like to know well in advance of that time anywap®
We can best prepare aftercare students for their afternoon
and other children for departure when you extend us this
courtesy. Thank you for yauconsideration.

In preparation for the much anticipated Ground Hog Day, wd
have been learning the Wood Chuatiigue twister. Did you
know that ground hogs and wood chucks are basically the
same animal.If you know the poem, it's a good one for the
car...or not!

Also, if it is 2:55 or afterand you do not see your child on the
playground, please assume youeatkto come inside to get
him/her.

Preschool Thankfuls

Thank you Leslie (Ben's mommy) for making sure our sweetJ
little Applehopper has the best food possible!

Thank you T.J. and Julee for creating such fun activities for
our All School FridayWe allhad so much fun and loved our
art work! Can't wait to see the display!

Jennifer and Julee
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Kindergarten- Golden Eedles
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This week, The Golden Eagles opened theit
with a warm welcome for a new classmate.
Welcome to our community, Siahdnks to
every little smile and helpful hand that has n
Siam's first days with us so great. ‘

Our studies of the human body continue, wi
this week's focus on the digestive syashm.
your child to tell youhat happens to the food
we eat This food journey was explored durir
shack time, as the group chewed apple slice
talked about theamy processes that happen |
our mouths, stomachs, small intestines and
intestines.Did you know it takes4seconds
for chewed food to travel down the esophag
the stomach7otally cool! '

{

Math centers switched gears from sequenticy
number witing (120) to number combinations
For example, how many ways can we make
The number combinations for seven are 1 a
2 and 5, 3 and 8By using some very colorful
bead strings, kiddos experimented to discov
these sevens combinati®ethwork will
continue to explore number combinations at
basic addition.

Literacy continues through daily writing journals as well as focused cen
Daily journaling inspires students to uspddichg, our word wall, and our
classroom as toolst@ress themselves with letters, numbers andivis ¢s
a new challenge for all, as letters and sounds are just beginning to mak
kindergartener€enters work has introduced beginning sound recognitic
well as the letter Ve will cotinue to use lower case letters more often efy
well. Thanks to parents for encouraging your children tedlstuna
guestion of the da¥his is a great tool for learning basic sight viduds.
morning message is another fun tool for introduciogtlet of reading.
Golden Eagles are currently taking turns reading from our morning mes §*
This has been a big hit!

Next week we will begin a unit on nutrititow do humans maintain health
bodiesWe will learn about healthy food and exd?tiSASE BRING IN A
NONPERISHABLE food item for a big sorting activity.

\

IMPORTANT CLASSROOM NEWS:

TJ and Kim are officially declaring our classroenea@ zope\We are asking
Golden Eagles to come to school without toys, stuffed animalsjgabhdaicd
from homelf your child is feeling like a snuggle during mat time, we ha\
basket full of snugglies to choose from.

Wednesday is sharing day, so we ask that you and your child choose ¢
educational item to bring to school on thatt@ayscan be related to our
studies or have something new to teach us.

Thank you for your understandiigm and TJ
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Updates from Preschool 2- The Dancing Deer_

...................\.

Our Space Station has moved on to greater frontiers (dropping off our visiting
aliens at their home planet on the way...) and in its place there is now a Vet Clinic
complete with numerous animals which need our little veterinarians loving care.
There is much to do at the new clinic - checking eyes, ears, noses, blood pressure,
temperat ure. Giving shots and making sure each animal receives just the right mix
of food. And, of course, bandaging boo -boos. So far it has proven to be a very
popular place to spend part of the morning.

Due to uncooperative and just dow nright
freezing cold we had to cancel our plans for a
saunter this week. Some of you have asked how
to know when we will be going on a saunter. We
will do our best to either  alert you via the school
newsletter or by placing a notice on the  door as
your f irst come inside. However, we don't always
know what the weather will be by 9 a.m. and if a
good moment presents itself spur of the moment
then we may decide to take advantage of it and
take to the great outdoors.  So...please send your
child with all the cold weather gear they would
need to spend 45 - 60 minutes outside everyday
of school. Even if we don't saunter we try to let
them have at least 30 minutes of Outside Time.

Open House for Clark Fork School will be held on Febru ary 5 from 6 -8 p.m. If
you know of anyone who might be interested pass along this date and time so they
can "check us out". We have been working on several art projects so our walls can
be filled with wonderful child created color. For one of the projec ts we gave the

children a large sheet of watercolor paper and provided 14 different colors of
paint. We discussed different art forms from representational to abstract and
studied the works of several different artists. We noticed that some of the
artist 's works were titled and some were not.  Sometimes the titles were very
short, sometimes very long. We had fun thinking of titles for the works which

hadn't been given one. The challenge for the children  was then to completely i
cover their entire page wit h color. The one criteria was that once a color occupied
a spot on the paper the subsequent colors could "bump up" against that color but

not invade its space. While they were painting we also encouraged them to be

thinking of a title for their own work. Not surprisingly the paintings were very

impressive and the titles sometimes short and sometimes long. Some made us
smile and some made us stop and think.

Our planned field trip to the Missoula
Children's Theatre has been bumped up o ne week
due to scheduling difficulties. ~ We will now be
going to MCT on Wednesday, February 11 and &

Thursday, February 12. You might want to send
along a bit of extra food as we plan to have \
a fairly ong snack time before we leave on the
bus. More aboutt his in the future. .

What can you do with squares, triangles, and rectangles?  After reading The Many thanks to our classroom helpers for ‘
Quiltermaker's Gift  and Papa and the Pioneer Quilt then looking at books January, to Claire Emery for  our artwork displays
containing an array of different quilt designs  we tried our hand at designing our and Elke Govertson for coordinationg our
own paper quilt squares. We provided the children with large and small squares upcoming MCT field trip.  We are very thankful
and triangles and rectangles in four dif  ferent colors along with a nine patch grid. for your helping hands.
They could then either use an existing quilt block as a template or creat e their
own design. The finished product is proudly displayed on our large classroom
bulletin board.

Debbie and Robin
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JOURNEYERS NEWS

CFS Open House is Thursday, February 5 from pm
you have questionabout next year or want to talk up the

primary program to new folks, please feel free to stop by the b,
open house.

What amazing popup posters the Journeyers madeTake some
time to check them out on your way in and out of school.
Journeyers worked very hard on both the writing and layout of
these posters. We will be doing clay models to go with each
poster next week with Kim West.
Thank you wonderful math helper&our presence in the
classroom each week really makes a difference.

Mary Ellen is taking Journeyers to the symphony on Friday, f
January 23. We will give a full report upon next week and let youl
know how it wentJourneyersare excited for this experience. Thank you Anne and Melissa forlsibing during planning on
Tuesdays.We really appreciate it! -
As we ease into February, we will engage in some Valentine's D ‘ R
based art projects. If your child chooses to give oualentines,
please make sure that he or she gives a valentine to each
Apprentice and JourneyerCheck the updated CFS directory for g
full list of students. We don't want anyone to feel left olthank
you.

Take care everyone,
Carrie and Mary Ellen

IMPORTANT DATES:

-Friday, January 23 : Fieldtrip to the symphony

-Wednesday, February 4: Passing out new spelling lists; test
will be on Wedesday, February 11 ‘
-Thursday, February 5: Skiing at Snowbow! and Early Out, pi
up at 2:00pm '
-Thursday, February 5: CFS Open House, 6:008100pm

We will not be going to the public library in Februahake sure
to your Journeyers renewsis or herbooks in the coming month
so that you dao't have to pay any late fee¥ou can do this by

going onto the library website or by going to the library and doin¢
in person. There will be a library visit in March.




Apprentice News Caws:

Ski Day: Our third ski day was cold, but the snow was fluffy! Everyone
making excellent progress, and our students are old hands in the renta
shop and locker rooms, so they are spending much more time their
skis and less time in lines. It would help if parents would pack an easy
eat snack in each child's coat pocket. A granola bar, a mozzarella cheg
stick, or some fruit leather would be an excellent energy boost for thes
little troopers. You wouldbe amazed at how much energy it takes to
stand on two slippery boards! Thanks to the many parent volunteers
who have been helping with riding the chair lift, and transporting
equipment.

Writer's Workshop: Our "First Person Animal" stories are on display
the cubby room. The students get three opportunities to use "training
wheels," or a "finish the sentence" form. After that, they are on their
own to come up with ideas and observations in the first person from th
perspective of the animal picture theselect for each written piece. If
you have great creature feature magazine photos that you can cut out
and send to school, we would appreciate more contributions. This is a
very popular writing prompt activity, and our selection of pictures is
diminishing daly. Next week we hope to reenter the world of human
perspectives, and we will be completing story prompts with beginning,
middle, and end, again in first person.

Don't forget that the CFS Open House is this
coming Wednesday night. We would appreciate
paent volunteers to be on hand to tell interested
families about our program from a parent's
perspective!

Check your calendars! February 16th is the
President's Day holiday! It will be coming up
quickly! Casey Donahue is our star of the week fg
the firstweek of February! Hurrah, Casey.

Valentines Day is also fast approaching. We
request that if your child chooses to distribute
Valentines, that they do so for ALL of the
Apprentices and Journeyers (24 students beside
your own!). We will be doing some comlined
activities, and we wish to be sure that everyone
included equally.

thanks,
Shirley and Sydney.
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