
 

 

 

                  

  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

   

 

      

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2525 Rattlesnake Dr. 

Missoula, MT 59802 

(406) 728-3395 

office@clarkforkschool.org 

 

                        COMMUNICATOR           December 2009 

WINE RAFFLE 
 

Thank you to all of the families and businesses that donated wine and sold tickets. 

 The wine raffle was a HUGE success thanks to the 37 families who sold tickets and 

the 33 families who donated wine!  We met our goal AND exceeded it, bringing in 

a total o f $3,180 for Clark Fork School and dividing 96 fabulous w ines for the prizes. 

Amazing!  The wine raffle party was also eventful.  We enjoyed good company, 

good treats, and slightly warmed  hot chocolate while celebrating the winners of 

the competition and d rawing.  Thank you to those who helped to provide goodies.  

 

Be sure to congratulate those who were able to take away great wine and beer 

prizes for the holidays!  Prize winners consisted of Clark Fork families and their 

neighbors and coworkers.  Those Clark Fork families who have yet to claim their 

prizes can find them in the library.   

Drawing Winners:  

1st place:  Pierce family relatives -26 bottles of wine  

2nd place:  Rob Young - 21 bottles of wine  

3rd place:  Silverstein family -16 bottles of wine  

4th place:   Rue family -11 bottles of wine  

4th place:   Choo Turner -11 bottles of wine  

4th place:   Casey Teske -11 bottles of  wine  

Competition Prize Winners:  

Top Seller: Stokman family - 41 tickets sold!!!  

1st to sell 8:   Vito family, Holman family, and the Stokman family  

Top Seller by Class:  

PS1:  Rue family with 22 tickets sold  

PS2:  Stokman family with 41 tickets sold  

K: Schelvan/Roberts family with 20 tickets sold  

A:  Fogarty family with 12 tickets sold  

J:  Curtis family with 15 tickets sold  

Congratulations!  

 
Sincerely,  

 

Jennifer and Lynn  

 

 

REMINDER:  Please check the Lost and Found  bin 

before you leave for the break.  You might not want to 

go for two weeks with missing gloves!  Not too long 

after  we return in January, we will be ha ving a òLost 

and Found Days ó so make sure to claim your items!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates  from  
Preschool  1:  
The Teeny Skunks  

The cute reindeer adorning our big bulletin board are nothing less 
than a small motor skill feat!  While we sooo love the finished 
product too, the amount of work your youngster underwent in their 
reindeer endeavor was impressive.  First preschoolers were asked to 
trace both their shoes and their hands with pencil.  Then, they were 
asked to go over their pencil lines with a black marker and draw 
eyeballs.  The next day we used our small group time to color both 
reindeer heads and antlers v ery carefully with crayon. Finally we 
affixed red pom -pom noses.  Bottom line... the teeny skunks shined 
as brightly as Rudolph's nose in this task.  We are so proud of their 
tenacity and adaptability and they are too!  
 
This week we are looking forward to putting the finishing touches 
on the gifts and gift wrap hand -made by the teeny skunks. When we 
return from vacation we'll be venturing back in time to study 
dinosaurs.  In the month of January we usually divert from our usual 
course of study a bit and try  something new.  This year we'll have a 
go at studying some things prehistoric.  Please let us know if you or 
anyone you know has any expertise to share in this area, as this 
always enriches our experience.   
 
It's difficult to believe that we're nearly hal f way through the school 
year.  We want to thank each of you for sharing your amazing 
children and for creating such a supportive and cheerful 
environment in our little preschool family thus far.  We look forward 
to seeing you in the new year.  May your ho lidays be bright, peaceful 
and joyous!  
 

This is our poem du jour.  We spent a bit of time 
discussing the pros and cons of going on Santa's 
sleigh.  It's really interesting to hear the 
preschooler's opinions and ideas on such matters.   
 
If I could find old Santa  
I'd ask him for a ride  
And in the wooly blankets  
I'd snuggle by his side  
 
And when he goes up high  
To the chimneys tall  
I would stay up on the roof  
For fear that I would fall  
And when the reindeer start to go  
I'd shout out loudly  
WHOA REINDEER, WHOA!  
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We can use your help with the following: 
     *Our supply of graham crackers is nearly depleted -  if you can send in a box or two it would be greatly appreciated! 
     *When we return from Christmas break we will be turning the Bear Den into a grocery store and we need empty boxes (cereal, cracker, mac and 
cheese, any food stuff which comes in a box) and canned foods (when done we will donate these to the food bank unless you wish to have the can 
returned -  if so please let us know).  The more items we have the more practice we will have in stocking the shelves. 
     *We have an overflow of unclaimed clothing which is taking over the shelf space in the cubby area.  We will have these items displayed on a table 
in the classroom and would like for you to take a peek at them and take home any which belong to your child.  Since our storage space is so limited 
unclaimed items will be taken to the school's general Lost and Found area. 
 
Upcoming Event:  On December 17th and 18th we are planning our annual PJ Party.  Children can come dressed in their favorite (preferably warm 
and coziest) pj's and bring a blanket, pillow and one favorite stuffed friend with them.  (Children who stay in the afternoon can use the pillow and 
banket already at school if they wish.)  We will view the movie "The Snowman" by Raymond Briggs and have hot cocoa.  Mark this day on your 
calendar -  it is a fun Preschool tradition! 
 
If you have any questions about anything, please let us know.  In the meantime stay warm -  we hear more bearable weather is on its way! 
    
Debbie and Marcia 

We hope you all had a very happy and memorable Thanksgiving.  It seems that the four days of holiday went by quickly.  We certainly were busy in 
the days before the Thanksgiving celebration.  As we have in past years we celebrated by sharing a feast with our friends in PS- 1 (the Teeny Skunks).  
We made pumpkin pie from scratch and cooked up a huge crock pot of Veggie Noodle Soup.  We prepared the vegetables for our soup the day of our 
feast which meant we sliced, sliced, sliced for most of the morning. There were enough pieces of carrot and celery everyone had many opportunities to 
participate.  Our upstairs friends made pumpkin muffins and mashed potatoes (yummy!).  We learned to sign to each other both an invitation to eat 
together and a polite acceptance.  Then we mixed up the classes so that half of the Rainbow Bats went upstairs to join the Teeny Skunks and half of the 
Teeny Skunks went downstairs to join the Rainbow Bats.  We always enjoy getting to know our friends better!  Speaking of being thankful, I would 
like to thank all our parent helpers for being so generous with your time since my return to the classroom after shoulder surgery.  We have had an 
extra pair of hands nearly everyday since I have been back and it has truly been a blessing.  I thank you for concern and for your inquiries about my 
progress.  We have enjoyed your presence in the classroom (as have the children) and getting to know you better! 

Since our return from the Thanksgiving break we have been very 
busy.  We are working on a special Christmas surprise for moms 
and dads and can't tell too much without giving the surprise 
away.  We can tell you it involves symmetry (if you have a 
chance take a look at the Cooperative Group Symmetrical 
Designs we created during our Small  
Group time on our bulletin board), design boards (which we 
made ourselves), special art dough (which we made ourselves) 
and food coloring paint.  We will have the finished project ready 
for you to take home next week before our winter break.  We are 
very excited to share this with you for Christmas. 
 
Some of our other activities include exploring the properties of 
magnetism using nuts, bolts and magnets (we created some very 
impressive structures using the magnets as the "connectors") 
along with other magnetic and nonmagnetic items, creating 
some very impressive geometric designs using parquetry boards, 
and making Mondrian collages (these will be displayed in several 
areas of the room).  We are also busy making Gingerbread 
people using craypas resist with a brown water color wash and 
decorating our Counting Christmas Tree (very tricky stuff, but 
not too tricky for us!).  
 

As you all have noticed, the weather is extremely cold and we are opting to 
keep the children indoors until a bit of a warming trend begins to emerge.  
With wind chill factors into negative numbers the Weather Service tells us 
that in as little as ten minutes exposed skin can freeze and frostbite will 
result.  While the children miss their outdoor time, we are planning 
movement activities to help them with the "wigglies" which happens to all of 
us when we aren't able to be as physical as we usually are.  We feel it is best to 
err on the side of caution in extreme situations such as this. 
 
Note:  If you have dropped your child off at school this past week most likely 
you are aware that we have altered our classroom schedule slightly.  When 
your children first arrive in the morning we are having them access only the 
marker table, shelf toys, easel, trough and books for the first 15- 20 minutes 
after arriving.  The making shelves, art table, science table and dramatic play 
area are closed until we have a brief morning circle.  We feel it important that 
the children have a chance to gather as a group with us so we can give them 
important information about new activities which are available to them.  We 
also feel it important for the children to touch base with each other to share 
important news before launching into the day.  Please help us by reminding 
your child of the new changes to our day.  It has gone well thus far, and we 
are already noticing the morning seems to be calmer and more cohesive with 
this brief period of connecting. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Bats 

Photos  


