
 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

   

 

      

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2525 Rattlesnake Dr. 

Missoula, MT 59802 

(406) 728-3395 

office@clarkforkschool.org 

 

                           NEWSLETTER             April 15, 2009 

MONTHLY EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MEETING COMPLETES  

IMPORTANT BUSINESS.  

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
2009-2010 Annual Budget was approved.  Three 
new Executive Board members were elected to 
serve the next two year term.  They are Eduardo 

Capulong, Lulu Steinberg and Erin Vito.  

 Nominations were accepted for leaders of critical 
school committees including Technology & 

Communication Infrastructure; Advertising & 
Marketing; Physical Plant & Maintenance, and 

several others.  Teachers reported on preparations 
for Parent /Teacher Conferences and the Wild 

Walk Parade.   

Clark Fork Director, Karin Fodness, presented 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

programs, and changes in janitorial services.  
Reports from the Library Committee, Faculty 

Hiring Committee, Middle School Committee, and 
Fund Raising Committee were given.  There is 

positive progress in all areas.   

Finally, parent support is needed for implementing 

Teacher Appreciation Week activities and Faculty 

Farewell events.    Copies of official minutes from 

this meeting will be available later this month.  

Thanks to all who attended and committed their 

time and expertise to accomplishing such 

important school business. 

Parents & Board 

Members Review 

the 2009 -2010 

School Budget  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are busy making bunnies and birdies!   
Be sure to check out our darling art 

work.   These kids can't get enough of 
word games right now.   Try changing the 

beginning letter sound of a word, ask 
them to, remove a syllable or a  letter 

sound, talk in pig latin, say words 
backwards... they love it all and we can't 

fool them.   It's great work for their 
brains and just one in a long string of 
clues that they are getting so close to 

reading and writing.   We look forward to 
studying a ll things spring in the coming 
weeks, especially bugs and flowers.   We 
have several upcoming field trips that 

will enhance our learning, so watch for 
those announcements and be pre pared 

to drive when needed.    

News and Notes from the Screeching Eagles  

Unplug & Play Info  
 

Hi All Clark Forkers: 
  

The week of April 20-26 has been designated national "Screen-Free 
Week" ("screen" in this case including both TV and computer). In 

Missoula, a number of partners have joined in a collaboration called 
"Unplug & Play", with a website which can be accessed through 

http://unplugmissoula.org/ .  
  

During this week there will be numerous activities arranged around 
town, to encourage participation in this effort. Too much screen time is 

linked to obesity in children, a trend that continues to be on the rise 
across the country, as well as in Missoula (for more facts, see 

http://www.tvturnoff.org/ ). While I like to think that our outdoor-
focused curriculum discourages an excess of TV-watching and computer 
gaming, even more screen-free time can never hurt, especially now that 

it stopped snowing... 
  

While CFS is not hosting any official events during this week, I would 
encourage you to review the list of activities in the attached document 

and participate with your families and friends in those that sound 
appealing. Also, there's no stopping us from putting on our own un-listed 
activities centered around the school or your neighborhood. Contact me, 

or anybody else on the board or in the office if this is something you'd 
like to pursue. 

  
Cheers,  

Thale Dillon 
CFS Executive Board 

MWF students  will be going by bus to Bailey's grandmother's (Candace) farm on 
the 22nd of this  month.   T/R students will be going to the Lifeline Dairy in 

Victor (for this we will need drivers who can commit to the entire day) either 
the same week or the week of the 26th.   We will let you know when we get a 

date nailed down.   We will also be me eting at the PEAS Farm on May 20 th and 
21st.  Please kee p in mind that we will also be sauntering each Friday (some 

exceptions will apply) and every other Thursday.   
  

We feel that this has been an exceptional year in regard to the amount of 
respect  and commitment we have  received from our group of parents.   Th ank 

you for the myriad ways that you have shown your support to your children and 
us!  

  
Conferences are twenty minutes apiece and we will need to be on time for 

each.   Your prompt arrival will help facilitate meaningful conference time for 
each family.   We are looking forward to spending some time gushing about your 

child.   Remember no school on Thursday or Friday this week.  

This is a poster from the 

Screen Time Awareness 

poster contest.  The 

theme was òPower Down, 

Dream Big.ó 

http://unplugmissoula.org/
http://www.tvturnoff.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUppddaatt eess  ff rr oomm  PPrr eesscchhooooll   22--   TThhee  DDaanncciinngg  DDeeeerr  

  

 
 
 

Happy Spring One and All (finally!)  

 

  First of all, we have a request.   Now that the 

weather has warmed up, we will be going back to 

our schedule of outside time after lunch and 

then story time.   We are in need of graham 

crackers as a snack for the children during our 

story circle.   If you can send in a box it would be 

greatl y appreciated.  

 

   We have had a very busy month.   Our Dramatic 

Play area transformed into a Pizza Parlor and we 

spent many hours making, baking and eating pizza 

of all types.   We learned about the many jobs 

which are connected with running a successful 

pizza business - taking orders from customers 

and via telephone, making and baking the pizza, 

collecting money, serving and (most importantly) 

cleaning up!  We expanded our pizza expertise 

into the animal realm and designed pizzas for a 

variety of woodland c ritters.   You might not like 

a worm pizza with extra spiders on the side but 

we're fairly certain a bird would!   To top it all 

off  we were invited to tour an actual pizza cafe.   

Bob Marshall (Phoenix's dad and owner of Biga 

Pizza) and his talented  staff gr aciously showed 

us how their business is run and then  

baked us some very yummy cheese pizza  

(without  worms and spiders).    

Thank you Bob! 

  

Did you know that worms are fairly amazing creatures?   

Without them our yards and gardens wouldn't be nearly     

     as lovely as they are.   Worms help to aureate the soil  

     by eating it to make the tunnels which  become  

     their  burrows . They are n atural compost ers, dragging  

     dead leaves underground for food which helps  

     fertilize  and provide food for plants.   They have no  

     eyes, ears, or noses,  but can tell when dan ger is  

     nearby feeling vibrations with their bodies.   If 

you gently rub  the underside of their bodies, you can 

feel the tiny bristles which they use to move.   And they 

can move amazingly fast, by stretching out long then 

scrunching in short much  like the way a Slinky moves.   

We divided into two groups and  had a chance to study 

the anatomy of our worms and the way they moved.   Then 

each group elected one worm to be  their official "racer".   

We met back  as a group and cheered on our favorite as 

the "Blue Streak" and the "Red Flash" slinked their way 

to the finish line  at t he Dancing Deer Worm Race Track.   

Our two racers and their friends will be housed on our 

Making Shelves for the upcoming week so that additional 

observations can be possible.  
 

I'm sure by now you have noticed that our classroom 

walls have had a makeover.  Rather than tired yellow we 

now have cream colored walls titled Durango Dust.   If it 

looks somewhat familiar that's because it is the same 

color as Preschool 1.  We would like to thank David 

Lowenwarter for spearheading the project along with his 

co-worker s:  Caitlin Derry, Claire Emery, Kimberly Baker, 

John Lohman, Andy Lassila, Jenny Tollefson, Lynn 

Dankowski and George Erickson.  We are enjoying the 

fresh look and warm feeling the new paint has  provided.   

Thanks to Amy Kinch and Griffin for making sure t he 

classroom was returned to its usual arrangement so we 

were ready to go on Monday morning.   Many thanks to our 

parent helpers as well.   We can always use those extra 

pairs of hands.   We appreciate all of your efforts 

everyone! 

 

  In the upcoming weeks we  will be going on more 

saunters as well as a bus trip to the Missoula Duck Pond, 

the PEAS Farm and hopeful ly a field trip to the UM 

Dance Department.    

We will let you  know more about this closer to when the 

event will happen.  

 

   By now you have signed up for a time for Parent -

Teachers Conferences.   We look forward to meeting with 

you about your exceptional children and sharing 

information.   We will see you then!  

  

Debbie and Robin 

 

We have started several books which we will continue to add to 

as the year goes on.   At the marker table we are working as 

author/illustrators of our own storybooks or field guides.   We 

are learning about characters and plot and the way a story 

flows from beginning to end.   Many of us are coming close to 

finishing the first book and will be able to go onto writing our 

next best seller!    

 

Now that spring is here, we have gone on a saunter to observe 

how plants are changing during the new season.   Our 

observations are being recorded in journals we have titled 

"Spring In The Woods".   We had several examples of plants in 

the phase of budding and blooming to observe closely in our 

classroom and these were recorded and dated in our journals.   

We will continue to add to  entries as spring and our saunters 

continue.  

http://www.bigapizza.com/menu.htm

